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RURAL TOURISM IN EGYPT BETWEEN CONSTRAINTS
AND NEEDS

Farag, Sh. M. S.

Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Research Institute,
Agricultural Research Center

ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this study are to: determine the respondents
opinions about the availability of attraction elements for a rural tourism, their
attitude towards village environment integration in rural tourism, the degree
of exposure: to environmental extension activities and the mass media to
raise their awareness towards environmental conservation and integration of
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village environment in rural tourism, the media performance degree for its
role in rural tourism awareness, barriers hindering that performance, and also
to identify information needs of the respondents to raise awareness about
rural tourism, to identify their suggestions to find a clean agricultural product
in the village, Establish farms for extension, exhibit and market agricultural
products, visiting, fun, And create a clean and beautiful village suitable for
rural tourism.

The study was conducted in 12 villages, out of the 114 targeted
Egyptian villages from six governorates: Beheira, Sharkia, Minia, Assiut,
Sohag and Qena. Two villages from each governorate were selected, this
study was carried out on a random sample amounting to 60 respondents,
represent 80% of the total of the local People's Councils of these villages.
Personal interviews and Focus Groups were used to collect data, the data
was collected during December 2009 and January 2010.

Frequency and percentage tables were used for presentation, and
averages were used to analyze data statistically.

The most important findings of this study were as follows:

1- The majority of respondents mention that the most important factors are
available in a high degree to attract visitors to the studied villages out of the
total of 23 factor were: Good scenery, Orchards and field crops areas
suitable for rural tourism, good climate, security, availability of bikes and
horses as a means for entertainment, availability of traveling by air lines,
roads and river.

2- The majority of respondents represents 63.30%, were their attitude a
strong towards integration of environment in rural tourism, and compared
to 5%, their attitudes was weak.

3- The respondent’s exposure to environmental extension activities was low
regarding the protection of the rural environment, The average mean of its
amounted to 0.86,degrees, represent 28.67%, and non exposed in regard
to the integration of environment in rural tourism, was zero.

4- The respondent’s exposure to mass media was generally low with respect
to both protect the rural environment, integrating the environment in rural
tourism, The average mean of its amounted to 1.12 and, 0.64 degree,
increased by 37.33% and 21.33% respectively.

5- The opinion of the respondents in the performance of the mass media for
its role in sensitization them on rural tourism was low, the average
percentage of its amounted to, 34.51%.

6- The majority of respondents mention that the main shortage that reduces
the media role in awareness on rural tourism and development of their
readiness for the implementation of rural tourism, are: lack of attention to
attracting visitors to domestic tourism, lack of coordination between
governmental and non-governmental efforts in environmental protection
integration into the rural tourism, reporting environmental news without
referring to tourism which reduces the environmental awareness in tourism,
no attention to agricultural farms and craft in the village, lack of attention to
urged people and decision makers to pay attention to advertising and
promotion of farm produce in village, lack of strengthen the capacities of
media to raise environmental issues and awareness of tourism in rural
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areas, lack of attention to the establishment of a TV satellite for agricultural
extension in general and environmental rural tourism in particular, lack of
awareness towards the environmental standards when setting up
agricultural projects and tourism in village.

7- The percentage needed from mass media for sensitize respondents on
rural tourism, has ranged between a maximum of (81.67%), and a
minimum of (47.67%) and an overall average of (65.49%), which refers to
the great role from mass media.

8- The respondents agreed on 46 suggestions for find: a clean agricultural
product in the village, Establish farms for extension, exhibit and market
agricultural products, visiting, fun, And create a clean and beautiful village
suitable for rural tourism.
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