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The Awareness of Workers in Development Organizations to The Phenomenon of Climate
Change in some Egyptian Villages

Alazab, A. M.
Rural Sociology« Kafr elsheikh University

ABSTRACT

The objective of the study was to measure the awareness of workers in rural development organizations about the
phenomenon of climate change in the rural areas of Menoufia governorate. This main objective was achieved by achieving the
following sub-objectives: To identify the sources of information of the development organizations on the phenomenon of climate
change in the study area and to identify the causes of climate change from The perspective of the workers in the development
organizations, the level of awareness of the workers in the development organizations about the effects of climate change
phenomenon, and the recognition of the opinions of the workers in development organizations on how to adapt to the
phenomenon of climate change, The interest of development organizations, the phenomenon of climate change, and potential
roles in helping rural officials to face the dangers of the phenomenon.The geographical scope of the study was determined in the
rural areas of Menoufia governorate. The study was also conducted in all the workers in some of the development organizations
in the villages located within the five administrative centers of the governorate centers: the villages of Sobk al-Ahad, Kafr Abu
Mahmoud in the center of Ashmoun, and the villages of Abu Sneita, , The villages of Salka, Kafr El-Dabayba in Shebin El-
Koum, Sars El-Lian village in Menouf, and Zawyet El-Baqali village in the center of the martyrs. The total number of villages
surveyed reached 8 villages. The study included the majority of the development organizations in these villages, governmental
and non-governmental, namely: village local units, health units, schools, extension centers, agricultural cooperatives, veterinary
units, rural youth centers and community development associations. 140 employees of these organizations were chosen
deliberately, taking into account the scientific and cultural level of the sample members, because of the specificity of the subject
of the study, which may not have a good background for the majority of the rural population. The questionnaire was used in the
personal interview for collecting data, and the data were collected during the months of January and February of 2017. The
questionnaire included a number of personal variables, namely: age, academic qualification and number of years of service in the
organization. It also included variables related to the phenomenon of climate change: the sources of information on the
phenomenon of climate change, the causes of climate change, the awareness of workers in developmental organizations about the
effects of climate change, the interest of development organizations in the phenomenon of climate change and the possible roles
of their officials in helping rural people to face the dangers of the phenomenon.The results of the study showed:The majority of
the workers in the development organizations are prepared to study and disseminate the awareness of coping mechanisms with
the phenomenon of climate change. This is evidenced by the high level of awareness of the effects of climate change on the rural
environment (73% of the total) (79% of the total) and the burning of agricultural waste in the fields (77% of the total). The
response of most of them to the items of rural adaptation mechanisms to climate change was positive. The highest response rate
was 90%. The mechanism for cultivating salty crops, high temperatures and the lowest response was 72%. The mechanism was
to change crop varieties to suit nature Future weather conditions. The results also indicate the diversity of sources through which
the members of the study sample obtain their information on climate change. The occupation of various media (television,
newspapers, radio, internet) is among the most important sources of information used in this field.The interest of the
organizations to which the majority of the study sample belongs is due to the phenomenon of climate change (76% of the total).
However, a promising percentage of about one-quarter of the study sample belongs to organizations that are interested in the
phenomenon of climate change, especially attention to aspects of awareness and education on aspects and dimensions Most of
which are guidance publications on the definition of climate change, and seminars to raise awareness of the seriousness of their
effects, how to adapt to these effects, and reduce their risks.The vision of the future of the workers in development organizations
on the possible roles of village officials to help rural people to cope with the dangers of climate change. The main role was
awareness of the seriousness of climate change on different crops and the importance of adapting to climate change for crops in
terms of species, Of agricultural waste.The study recommended the following: The ability to rely on workers in rural development
organizations who are competent in disseminating and awareness of coping mechanisms with the phenomenon of climate change
and reducing their risks to the rural environment.Encouraging developmental organizations that are less interested in the
phenomenon of climate change to benefit from their awareness, education and guidance efforts to help rural people cope with the
dangers of the phenomenon and adapt to their current and future effects.Optimize the use of various media, video, audio and print
to achieve the fullest possible benefit in communicating the correct information about the phenomenon of climate change from its
reliable sources. These means have credibility and reliability among the workers of developmental organizations. And material
costs when compared with any other means of guidance.Conduct more in-depth studies in other rural areas at the level of the
Republic, different in their characteristics, degree of vulnerability or adaptation to climate change, to provide greater.
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