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THE SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS OF HANDICRAFTS FOR
BEDOUIN WOMEN

Elham I. Younis and Entsar A. H.Aly
Socioeconomic Department, Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT: The research aims to identify the social and economic benefits of handicrafts
for a sample of female who benefited from the training program for Bedouin women on basic
income-generating skills in Matruh Governorate. The respondents who are working in traditional
carpets (called Hawaya, tents, Goblan, Noiri) are 125 women from the local community
development associations in Umm al-Rukham, Ras El-Hikma, Swannah and Siwa. The
demographic characteristics showed that 60% of them belong category age (35-60) years,
which may reflect a sufficient experience of heritage handicrafts. 42.4% of them are illiterate.
Only 12% of them spend the project income on their families due to death or retirement of a
husband. To determine the level of efficiency of project performance, a composite variable is
created from 3 independent variables. The first variable is the sustainability of the project
between year 2006 to 2016. The projects are divided into periods (1-2 years), (3-5 years), (5
Years and above). The second variable is the capital of the project. The projects are divided into
projects with low capital (1000-2000 pounds), medium capital projects (2000-5000 pounds) and
large capital projects (more than 5000 pounds).Loans' borrowing times: Projects are divided into
projects that obtained the loan (only once), (two to five times) and (more than 5 times). The
results showed that 78.4% of the respondents achieved a low level of efficiency (only 3
degrees), while 17.6% achieved average efficiency (4-6 grades), and only 4% achieved high
level of efficiency of their projects (7 -9 degrees).The high percentage of projects suffering from
low efficiency is due to the fact that about 84.8% of these projects stopped five years ago and
that 48% of these projects suffer from weak funding in addition to the weak credit worthiness of
the project as 89.6% of these projects get a one-time loan. These factors reflect the lack of
liquidity required to purchase the production inputs, the decrease in sales and profits, and finally
the failure or interruption of the project with the low efficiency of the performance. The social
benefits from the handicrafts projects efficiency performance in the sample: the results show a
statistical significance between efficiency level and the respondents 'awareness degree of work
value ,and their desire for education and training, correlation coefficients are about 0.44, 0.47
respectively. There is no correlation between efficiency level of project and respondents’ self-
esteem, and society' issues awareness. The interpretation is that Bedouin women often seek to
improve their livelihoods while not pay much attention to the issue of self-esteem or society'
issues awareness. The Economic benefits from the handicrafts projects efficiency performance
in the sample: The study show a statistical significance positive correlation between the project
efficiency level and the economic benefits in terms of improving t welfare and income (y1),
improving the business and financial budget familiarity (y2) , Improving their negotiation in
marketing (y3), improving the creditworthiness of the investigation (y 4).The correlation
coefficients are 0.28, 0.35, 0.19 and 0.32 respectively reflecting the importance of project
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income in the first stages of the projects and converting to economic entity with credit
worthiness and negotiation power.

The Econometric estimation of the sustainability project determinants by using the Cox
regression model -survival Analysis approach show a high rate of projects failure in the sample,
as 106 projects representing about 84.8% have been stopped since the first year until the fifth
year. The research examines the impact of respondents training participation x1, the ability to
negotiate in marketing x2, ,inputs accessibility x3 , sales and profits achievements x4, and the
respondents 'age x5 on the sustainability of the project more than 5 years. The multiple negative
logarithm of Likelihood proves the goodness of fit for the mathematical model (X2= 33.2 at 1%
significance level). That 10% of the participants' participation in the training , their inputs'
accessibility in addition to the profit achievement may increase the expected sustainability of the
project and reduce the risk of failure by 23.9%, 23.7%, 10.8%, respectively. The value of Wald
stat. was not significant for other 2 variables, reflecting that the sustainability of the project may
not be affected either by the ability of respondents to negotiate the marketing of their products
or their ages. Constraints are: (1)lack of training opportunities to improve handicraft quality by
96%,(2) weakness of the credit worthiness of women by 76% due to shortage of capital assets
as collateral to receive loans, (3)injustice between the low wage of women in handicrafts
product and the final price in the national exhibitions by 52.8,(4) poor marketing negotiation with
the merchants by 44%, (5)lack of local exhibitions by 42.4%, and finally, the problem of lack of
cooperative associations of traditional heritage handicrafts by 35.2%. It was recommended to
grant collateral loans to women exempting them from the requirement of capital assets and
government collateral condition , helping them to work in collective groups to distribute the
financial responsibility and workload of handicrafts between them, mainstreaming them into
traditional crafts networks to enhance negotiating capacities and provide markets and prices
information , and dissemination of cooperative , Fair Trade, Brand and Geographical
Indications concepts to protect the rights of women who produce handicrafts in desert
communities in Matrouh

Key words: Socioeconomic impacts, handicrafts, bedouin women.
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