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Constraints of the Environmental Audit Practice
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: An Empirical Study
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Abstract
The study aimed to identify the constraints to the practice of
environmental auditing in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The
study relied on the inductive method. The study population
consisted of employees of economic facilities that cause
environmental pollution, Public Accountants in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. The researcher selected an intentional sample for
the Public Accountants and a random sample for the economic
facilities that cause environmental pollution due to the large
population of the study. The questionnaires were distributed to
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(250) person from the study population, (196) were retrieved, the
questionnaires valid for analysis were (185) with (74%) from the
distributed questionnaires. The final sample consisted of (90)
were employees of the economic facilities that cause
environmental pollution and (95) were Public Accountants. The
questionnaire consisted of three axes: the constraints facing the
practice of environmental auditing related to environmental
legislation and regulations. The consisted related to the economic
facilities that cause environmental pollution, and the constraints
related to the external auditors, and it included (31) items
answered according to the Likert's scale of five, from completely
agree to completely disagree. The study has reached a number of
results, the most important of which are: The absence of deterrent
penalties for environmental violations is one of the most
important obstacles related to environmental legislation and
regulations in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The lack of internal
audit systems in economic facilities for dealing with
environmental events prevents the facilities that cause
environmental pollution from doing the environmental auditing.
The lack of environmental accounting records and data limits the
ability of Public Accountant to perform environmental audits.
The difficulty of identifying and measuring the environmental
impact of activities, making the facilities causing environmental
pollution to avoid the practice of environmental auditing. The
study recommended the unification of the authority issuing
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environmental legislation so that environmental violations can be
better monitored. The concerned authorities should make the
necessary amendments to the laws in order to oblige the facilities
that cause pollution to provide financial and non-financial
information on environmental events and to disclose them so that
the environmental review can be done properly. Recommend to
Saudi Organization for Certified Public Accountants to issues a
special standard for environmental auditing.

Key words: Obstacles - Practice - Environmental Auditing -
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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