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PRODUCTION AND MARKETING EFFICIENCY OF PLUM IN
QALYOUBIA GOVERNORATE

Amira Ahmed ELshater

Agriculture Economic Research Institute

ABCTRACT

This research targeted recognizing the present position of plum in
Egypt generally and especially in Qaliubiya governorate, studying the production
cost structure, the production and marketing efficiency and the different problems
that face plum farmers and how to solve them which was included in the research
sample in galyoubia governorate. The most important results were:-

The average production of plum has amounted about 7 thousand ton, it
represent 45% from the total average in Egypt in 2012, The most important items
of production cost were the rent with relative importance of about 48%,then the
cost of labor and the cost of production requirements with about 26% and 24%
respectively.

The research showed that, the quantity of the production which minimize
the costs is 1.8 ton/feddan, and the cost elasticity is bigger than one , which
implies that plum is produced efficiently in the economic stage. Also, the results
of the production function indicated the decreasing returns of scall, which open
the possibility of increasing plum production.

In this regard, the net revenue per feddan for plum has estimated by
16.65 thousand L.E, whereas the profitability was about 159%.

The research showed that The first marketing behavior of plum in the
sample made by the farmers in the about market with about 95% of the total
domestic production distributed on different varieties of plum, a Hollywood,
methly, Santarosa, and golden Japanese with about 60% 0.25% 0.10% 0.5 %,
respectively, and the second behavior is selling plum by the farmers at the head
of the field it represent about 4% of the total production, while the consumption of
the farmers is about 1% of the total production of plum.

In addition, The marketing costs of plum varieties ,Hollywood, methly,
Santarosa, and golden Japanese about reached 1798.5, 1548.5, 1948.5, 1648.5
pounds" per feddan, and the marketing efficiency amounted to about 80.4%,
while the share of each of the farmer ,wholesaler and retailer were about
36%,33%,31% respectively .

The research exposed on the most important problems facing the
production and marketing of plum in the study sample were the planting and
harvesting of non-timely, non-optimal use of fertilizers and pesticides, planting
traditional varieties, increase the proportion of damaged, high value of good
containers and other marketing costs, in addition to the lack of knowledge of
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farmers with the marketing information. The study suggested how to solve these
problems such as using the high technology in sorting and packaging of product
and cultivate the non-traditional varieties of plum.

The research recommends improving the roll of the Agriculture
government in research

and advertising . On other hand, the government should give adequate
support to the producer to produce and marketing plum.
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