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AN ECONOMIC STUDY FOR THE EFFECT OF EXPANDING
WHEAT AREA ON THE ACCOUNT OF BERSEEM AREA

Afaf A. M. El Sayed

Department of Economics and Agricultural Extension and Rural
Development, Faculty of Agriculture, Damanhur University

ABSTRACT

The government of Egypt is trying handily to increase the self
sufficiency ratio of wheat crop. Alarge debate is existed about low to achieve
this objective, but most of stakeholders recommend expanding wheat area at
the account of Berseem (clovers) area, the most competitive crop with wheat.
This study is aiming at investigating the effect of carrying out this goal.
Descriptive and quantitive methods were used besides the application of
policy analysis matrix (PAM) to achieve the objective of this study. Secondary
data was used from the economic affairs sector (MALR) , CAPMAS , and
ether data sources. Rabid Rural Appraisal (RRA) was used to collect specific
data, from Qalubia governorate farmers.

The analysis of data and information bring out the following results:

1- The net return per feddan of Berseem exceeds the net return per feddan of
wheat by about L.E 7302 in 2012 year.

2- The feddan of wheat needs about 29 m/D while Berseem needs 27 m/D
according to human labor needs.

3- The area of Berseem according to actual feed rates of all animal types is
estimated at 1.72 million feddan.

4- The Berseem area according to feed technical recommendations is
estimated at 1.55 million feddan.

5- At farm level , the producer who shifted from Berseem to wheat will lose
L.E 7302 , in the same time he will lose his ability to bread 3-5 large
ruminants (milk or fattening) thus policy maker should initiale incentives to
make its profitable ( shifting from Berseem to wheat)

6- The study investigated number of scenarios of effect of replacing wheat
instead of Berseem

a- Increasing wheat area with 50 thousand feddan will be resulted in
increasing the wheat by 139 thousand Ton, the self sufficiency ratio could
increase to be 59.2% instead of 57.1%, saving about $54 thousand, using
450 thousand m/d, and at last it will save about 82 thousand m3, could be
used to cultivate about 13.4 Th feddan in the new land.

b- Shifting 30% of Berseem area , will increase wheat production by 1.21
million ton , which cover about 15% from wheat imports , increase the self
sufficiency to 72.2% , increase the use of human labor by 3.92 million m/d
, and it will save about 715 thousand m3 of irrigation water to increase the
new lands by about 120 thousand feddan by reclamation.
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