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ABSTRACT

As Strawberry production for export has a great importance, therefore
we must ensure the effectiveness of the agricultural extension agents work
through acquiring the needed knowledge. The study aims to determine the
knowledge degrees of agricultural extension agents in Qalioubia and
Ismailia governorates concerning production and handling strawberry for
export, to clarify the relationship between the Knowledge degrees and some
independent variables. The study also aims to assess their information
sources and to investigate the obstacles hindering their work concerning
strawberry production and handling.

The study was conducted in Ismailia and Qalioubia Governorates
In January and February 2011.A sample of 162 persons was randomly
chosen representing 58.5 % of the agricultural extension agents working in
the districts of the governorates. For data collection a specially designed
questionnaire was used through personal interviews. Frequencies,
Averages, percentages, Chi Square test and simple correlation were used in
analyzing data and presenting results.

The results indicated that 55.5 % of the respondents had moderate
knowledge degrees concerning production and handling strawberry for
export, 35.8 % had low knowledge degrees. 8.6 % had high knowledge
degrees. Most of the respondents 75.3% had high degrees concerning
cultivation and practices at the nursery, 85.2 % of the respondents had
moderate degrees concerning cultivation and practices in the field.58 % of
the respondents had moderate knowledge degrees concerning handling
strawberry. A relationship at 0.01 significance level was indicated between
knowledge degrees and rural/ urban background and residence. In addition,
relationship at 0.05 significance level was indicated between knowledge
degrees and the academic specialization of the agricultural extension agents.
The most important sources of information to agricultural extension agents:
extension publications, extension meetings,, subject matter specialists, and
training. The most important problems faced the respondents during their
agricultural extension work with farmers concerning production and handling
strawberry for export: shortage of agricultural extension agents and their old
age. The research extracted some suggestions, from the obtained research
finding, to be formulated and raised to policymakers as recommendations.
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