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ECOLOGICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF
Sitonacrinitus AND ITS DAMAGE IN FIELD IN SOUTHERN

SYRIA
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ABSTRACT

Ecological study of pea weevil insect Sitonacrinitus has been conducted at
Izraa county (Daraa-Provinic)on lentil between 2008, 2009. Sitonacrinitus is amajor
pestoflentilin westAsia and North Africa. This insect has one generation per year in
Syria, and aestivates in the soil as an adult. The adults feed on leaf margins, larvae
feeding on nodules cause major damage. The results showed Laying eggs females
and oviposition appeared in beginning of January 2009 and and continues until
beginning April 2009.Results showed an average fecundity were (124+39.20)
eggs/female in 2009, the highestnumber of eggs was recorded in February, with 220
eggs/female in 2009. The results indicated that visual damage on leaves was more
dangerous In stage young plant, while nodule damage score occurs in the end of
season 2009 and reached (98%), whereas in the field the highest number of larvae/
m?was in end - March, with140 larvae/ m2 in 2009 and continues until end-April, the
pupae stage begins in end — March in season 2009 and reaches a peak in mid-April
and continues until end- April. The adults of the new generation emerged in early
April. the study showed lentil local varieties tested were all susceptible to S.crinitus.
Keywords:Sitonacrinitus, fecundity, damage assessment,Syria.
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